away, not by any pestilence breaking suddenly upon them, but by the slow process of a number of diseases which are ever present in the land. High infant mortality has been noticed in every country and clime,' but perhaps nowhere it reaches the figure it does in this country.
Infant mortality is subservient to an universal law of nature. It is enormous among the lower animals. The higher it goes, the lower the animal stands in the scale of life. It is one of nature's safeguards to keep down the population, It is not diseases only but the animals themselves, even the very parents, which assist nature in her work. The parent cat feeds upon its kittens, the dog upon its pups, the fish upon its eggs. As it is with lower animals so it is with the human being. It is not the savages and semi-civilized people only but the highly-civilized Mar. 1904.] INFANT MORTALITY. 89 nations who do away with their offspring in one Way or other. Eveiy morning through the streets in the cities of China, carts rattle by collecting dead bodies from the gates as they do dead dogs and cats in the streets of Calcutta. I'hese carts ply under the orders of the local authorities; so the custom there is not only widely prevalent but is one that has been in a way sanctioned by the authorities themselves.
In the highly-civilized countries of the West many a baby dies annually under a slow process of starvation through wilful neglect. Even 
